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Freedom of Infiormation and Archnal
Records




Background

Viore records availanlie now: than ever belore
30 Year Rule restrictions

Extended clesures (50, 75 & 100 years)

m Sensitive papers
a Papers suppliealin confidence
x Papers abeut individuals

Prvileged access, for Select few

New:Year releases — eguated With Secrecy:
Open Gevernment’ (Cm2290)

Pressure, lobhying and Devolution - Fol




Ereedom of Information
(Scotland) Act 2002

Operates separately
irom UK ACT

Right eff access to

PURIIC Infermation
With exemptions

ISSUes withr exempt
Infermation Int NAS
FEecoras




Impact of FOLSA

Albolition’ of "S0ryear rule:

Assumes that allfinfermation I1s releasable
x Impact onl records — defines exemption
= NAS| cannot accept closed files

Gevernment pre-active at release
x Review eff flermerly clesed legacy: files
x Only 2% carred exemptions

Information reguests
‘Historical” releases after 30 years




Fol Conceptis?

Individual prvacy, Versus puklic neea?
Organisatiens protecting| themselves?
ResIsting thelllegitimate: Secret?




E.::.




Freedom of Information and

Archival Material

IHugh Hagan

Senior Inspecting Officer
Government: Records Branch
National Archives of Scotiland




SE aware of I-.egacy collection ofi Gevermment
filesywiti: NASE

Memorandum of: Understanding with Scottish
CommiSSIGReEr.

SG Infermation Vanagement Unit assessment
pregramme.




Scottish Govermment “Rumjp collection
With: Natienal Archives

Ereedom off Information enacted With ne

extia respurces!
Keeper: off the Records ofi Scotlandl —
Section 22 “special provisions: ...




] Total no. of access

requests

] Total no. of
Exemptions

[0 Exemptions other
than s38




TO DEFEND AGAINST
LALSUITS, OUR
RECORDS RETENTION

POLICY HAS BEEN
UPDATED TO INCLUDE
THIS. ..

@ UFS, Int.

scotmdnms & aol.com

www.dilbart.com

ity 2004 Spott Adamag, Inc./Dist. by UFS, inc.

WHAT
WAS I

THE RECORDS

TALKING RETENTION

ABOUT?

POLICY.




Records Managers; in Jiobs!

Bu/letin: RecordsiManagemeni: Society: Sept 2009

[]assistant
[1 officer

0 manager
M total

2005 pdelels 2007 2008




Any freedom of information legisiafion is
only. as good as. fhe quality of fhe records
o) WHIChH. /I provides access.

Such righfs: are; of little use if reliable
records. are. noi created . the first

place, If fhey cannoi: be! found whern
needed or /i Thel arrangements. for fheir
evenifual archiving or: desiruciion. are
/nadequate.

(White Paper, Your Right to Know,
1997)




HUghrHagan
Natieonal Archives, off Scotianad
Govermment Records Bramch
Email:
\Web:




..Or Is It?

Scottish Ministerall announcement (June: 2009)
a Release off over 13,000 files in INAS

s ‘historical® criterien reduced to 15 years

ISSsUe! off Consultation; paper recommenaing
amendment off EFOISA

s Improve public right eff access

a Review! the lifespan of ‘exemptiens’ rec.

Clear difference: hetween: Scotland and the UK




