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Single item metadata can be aggregated repeatedly in physical and distributed union 
catalogues.
Each aggregation may change the metadata format and/or content.
Each aggregation has its own community, purpose and focus.

Complexity of a (hybrid) UKNUC
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Key issues (recast)
• Source metadata varies in structure and content, 

both subject to significant change
• Aggregation involves permanent/temporary 

mappings which must change if the source 
changes

• Every aggregation has a specific focus which 
may not be UK/Research/Library/Resource 
discovery

• Dublin Core was developed as a tool for 
metadata aggregation in heterogeneous 
information environments


